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Abstract. This article investigates the complex relationship between religion and politics in modern
societies. By examining case studies from the Middle East and Western democracies, it highlights
how religious beliefs influence political ideologies and policy-making. The research explores the
challenges of maintaining secular governance in religiously diverse societies and the potential for
religion to contribute to social cohesion. It provides insights for policymakers on navigating the
delicate balance between religious freedom and political stability.
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Introduction

Religion and politics are deeply intertwined in many contemporary societies, shaping
ideologies and influencing policy decisions. This article explores the intersection of these
two powerful forces, focusing on case studies from the Middle East and Western
democracies. It examines how religious beliefs impact political systems and the challenges
of maintaining secular governance in the face of religious diversity. The research highlights
the potential for religion to both unite and divide communities, emphasizing the importance
of policies that respect religious freedom while ensuring political stability. The insights aim
to guide policymakers in navigating this complex landscape to foster social cohesion and
harmony.
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